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traditional first centre' of new movements, and
with the successful establishment of Feisal there
the second phase was finished. This is not,
however, the proper end of the Arab movement:
the weight and importance of the Semitic states
have always lain in Bagdad, for very sound
reasons of economics and population. Syria is
a poor country; small and mountainous, dry,
lacking in minerals and in arable land. There
is no probability that her native population will
ever be very dense. Mesopotamia has big rivers,
and a huge area of irrigable land. Her wealth in
grain and cotton will be very great, and nature
may have bestowed on her abundance of cheap
fuel. Should that be the case, she will inevitably
take the headship of the Arab world in the future,
as so often in the past. Damascus may hold an
interim pre-eminence: Bagdad must be the
ultimate regent, with perhaps five times the
population of Syria, and many times its wealth.
Mesopotamia will be the master of the Middle
East, and the power controlling its destinies will
dominate all its neighbours.

The question of a unity of the Arabic peoples in
Asia is yet clouded. In the past it has never been
a successful experiment, and the least reflection
will show that there are large areas, especially of